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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[March, 



ON THE MANNER OF APPOINTING ROMAN 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS IN IRELAND. f 
It is admitted by all Irish Roman Catholics that 
two different methods of choosing bishops are 
both equally compatible with full communion with 
the Church of Rome. One is, that the person 
who is to be made a bishop should be chosen in 
Ireland, and by Irishmen, and that the Pope 
should issue a Bull for the consecration of that 
person ; the other is, that the Pope himself should 
choose whatever person he may please, and that 
no Irishman should have anything to do with the 
choice. 

This is not a question of empty speculation ; 
it is a practical and present question. Both 
methods are now before the Irish people. For 
the last thirty-five years, at least, Roman Catholic 
bishops in Ireland have always been chosen by 
the priests of the vacant diocess, who, of course, 
are Irishmen. The practice has been for the 
priests to choose three men, of whom the Pope 
appointed one ; so that no man could be a Roman 
Catholic bishop in Ireland, unless eleoted by the 
priests of the diocess. But the Pope and the 
Court of Rome have lately set all this aside, and 
have determined to take the choice of Irish 
bishops into their own hands, and to let no Irish- 
man, whether priest or layman, have anything to 
do with it. The great step was taken a very 
short time sinee, in the case of Dr. Cullen, now 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Armagh. On the 
death of Dr. Crolly, his predecessor, the priests of 
the diocess of Armagh assembled according to 
custom, and elected three men for the Pope to 
choose out of. The Pope set aside the three 
names returned by the priests, and appointed, out 
out of his own will and pleasure, Dr. Cullen, who 
was not one of the three. We believe that, in 
another case which has since occurred, the Pope 
has done the same thing, showing that it is the 
result of a deliberate plan and design. 

{Jow, no Roman Catholic will say that the 
election by Irish priests, of those who were made 
bishops during the last forty years, was heretical 
or improper. The change, therefore, is not made 
on any Catholic ground, but on some ground or 
design than is purely Roman, and not Irish. It 
is not the Roman Catholic religion that required 
the change, but simply the policy and the designs 
of the Court of Rome. 

No one can say that this is of no importance to 
the spirit of Irish nationality. So long as the 
heads of any clergy are elected by natives of that 
country, so long the clergy itself will partake of 
the national spirit. But so surely as the heads 
of a clergy are nominated by the arbitrary will 
And uncontrolled choice of a foreign power (and 
Some is surely a foreign country) so surely will 
that clergy be divested of all national spirit, and 
will sink into mere tools of the power that names 
them. 

We cannot suppose that the Pope intended to 
offer a needless insult to the spirit of Irish inde- 
pendence. This cannot be. There must be some 
deeper object at the bottom. We propose to show, 
from the history of all countries, and especially 
of Ireland, that it has ever been the settled policy 
of Rome to crush all exercise of national inde- 
pendence, all feeling of national spirit, in order 
that all may come to depend more entirely on 
Rome. We are not speaking now of religion, 
but of political and temporal control. So long 
as national feeling exists, so long Rome can never 
have the supreme control of the world which 
«h? once enjoyed, and still seeks to regain. We 
believe that a deep design has been laid, to sub- 
jugate all national spirit in Ireland, and to obtain 
foe Roman agents the direction of everything in 
Ireland. 

We appeal to daily events to confirm our view. 
The advantage which the middle classes, may yet 
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derive from the Queen's Colleges has been re- 
jected by purely Roman influence. Had the 
Irish priests of the diocess of Armagh been al- 
lowed to elect their own primate, those advan- 
tages would have been secured to the Irish 
Roman Catholic laity, and the colleges would 
have been gratefully accepted by the Irish Ro- 
man Catholic bishops themselves. But rejected 
they were by Roman policy. Then an Irish Ca- 
tholic university was to be established, and funds 
were extracted from the starving Irish. Was 
that university to be more " national " than Dr. 
Cullen's appointment ? Let the selection of a 
rector for it answer. Dr. Newman, an English 
convert, known to have published, since his con- 
version, opinions directly opposed to the Council 
of Trent, and to the teaching of Maynooth ; but 
a great friend of Cardinal Wiseman. This 
appointment is published by Dr. Cullen in a letter 
to a French paper, the "Univers" with unbounded 
approbation. Again, a Catholic Defence Associa- 
tion was established in Dublin, a secretary was 
to be appointed, but " no Irish need apply." Mr. 
Wilberforce, another English convert, and per- 
sonal friend of Dr. Wiseman, is appointed. Dr. 
Cullen, indeed, was ill, and could not be present 
(illness will happen sometimes inconveniently, 
sometimes not) ; but no one doubts that he was 
concurring in the plan. Within a few weeks we 
have seen a joint letter from several Irish parlia- 
mentary representatives, urgently remonstrating 
against this course, and indignantly reclaiming 
against it. The Times, and some other papers, 
have treated all this as if these Irishmen were 
merely griping after the petty salary attached to 
the_ office. We entertain no such thoughts ; we 
believe that these Irishmen see, like ourselves, that 
there is a deep-laid scheme to eradicate all feeling 
of Irish nationality, for the furtherance of the ob- 
jects of Rome ; and that Drs. Cullen and Wise- 
man are agents of Rome, specially selected for the 
work. 

It may be asked, What all this is to us ? and 
we are ready to answer the question. We are 
Irishmen in heart and feeling ; ready and anxious 
to join, heart and hand, with all our fellow- 
countrymen, in the spirit of Irish nationality. 
We speak honestly, and faithfully, and kindly to 
our fellow-countrymen where we differ from 
them ; but that does not make us less willing or 
less fit, but more willing and more worthy, to 
join them in Irish feeling. And when we see a 
large number of them, who differ from us in 
submitting to a foreign church, about to fall into 
a snare for increasing that subjection to an extent 
which they themselves must confess is not re- 
quired by their own religious convictions, even 
to the extent of making their church an instru- 
ment of extinguishing in their breasts all feeling 
of national individuality and independence, we con- 
ceive we have a duty, arising from our common 
nationality, to ask them to resist the attempt. And 
we believe that they are ready to hear us. The 
proceedings we have referred to are not accepta- 
ble to the Irish laity. We appeal to the Irish 
members who signed the remonstrance against 
the appointment of Mr. Wilberforce ; we appeal 
to the able articles against Dr. Cullen's unti- 
national spirit which have appeared in the leading 
provincial Roman Catholic journal of Ireland, 
the Cork Southern Reporter ; we appeal to 
our countrymen in general, not to allow their 
national spirit to be brought into a bondage to 
Rome, which the Roman religion itself does not 
require. We believe that thoy will admit our 
appeal ; and we shall in this, and our next number, 
proceed to show them, from Roman Catholic 
authorities only, how the policy of Rome has 
always been to take the management of all Irish 
affairs out of the influence of Irish nationality ; 
and how intimately that policy has ever been 
connected with the method of electing those who 
are to be Roman Ca.tb.olic bishops in Ireland, 



HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE MANNER OF 

APPOINTING BISHOPS IN IRELAND. 
All students of Irish ecclesiastical history agree in 
distinguishing three periods, which are most convenient 
for our inquiry : — 

1. From the first spread of Christianity in Ireland 
to the Synod of Hells, A..D. 1152, at which the arch- 
bishops of Ireland first received palls from Rome. 

2. From the Synod of Kells to the Reformation, or 
separation of the Church of England from the Church 
of Rome. 

3. From the Reformation to the present time. 

In the first period, Ireland had one church, and one 
only ; independent of Rome, though living often in 
friendship, but sometimes in discord with her. 

In the second, Ireland had one church only, growing 
gradually more subject to Rome. 

In the third, two rival churches have existed in Ire- 
land—one independent of Rome, the other in a subjuga- 
tion to Rome growing daily more total and hopeless. 

One question is, How bishops were appointed in these 
various periods ? 

The first period we treat of solely by extracts from 
the writings of known Roman Catholic historians of 
the greatest credit, and the statements of Irish Roman 
Catholic bishops in late times. 

1. Our first authority for the first period is the Irish 
History of Mr. O'Halloran— a man of learning and 
character, a strict Roman Catholic, and a great lover of 
Irish nationality. 

He states (vol. iii., p. 13) — " At a very early period 
Christianity was preached in Ireland. The constant 
enmity between this country and ancient Rome pre- 
vented any kind of friendly intercourse. This doctrine 
came not immediately from thence here, but from the 
Churches of Asia." P. 18—" The political* enmity 
betwixt Rome and Ireland cut off all communication 
between them." 

" The Irish received the faith from the early Asiatic 
or African churches ; and Palladius was, therefore, the 
first bishop sent from Rome to establish the Roman 
hierarchy here." 

(P. 23.) " Amongst the other causes of (Saint) 
Patrick's great influence on the people, one was, his 
attention to avoid whatever could alarm the national 
pride, or alter the established police (policy ?) of the 
kingdom. As to the first, we find no hint at a foreign 
supremacy during the whole of his mission." 

(P. 29.) "Christian bishops wore appointed to suc- 
ceed the Archflamens (the heathen priests before the 
conversion of the Irish), by those families only who, 
being converted, had a right to the nomination." 

After speaking of the opposition of the Irish Church, 
in the seventh century, to the order of the Roman 
Church about keeping Easter, he goes on to say — 

(P. 42.) " From this period to the middle of the 
twelfth century, Rome and Ireland had no connection 
or correspondence." 

In pages 395 and G, describing the state of the Irish 
Church in the beginning of the twelfth century, he says 
— "The power of nominating bishops to certain dioceses 
was reserved to certain royal and noble families in the 
different parts of the kingdom, and to them alone . . 
It does not appear that the Popes ever enjoyed any 
direct power or authority whatever over that Church 
(the Irish) ...- No proof whatever can be pro- 
duced that the Popes nominated to bishoprics amongst 
us." 

Such is the testimony of Mr. O'Halloran concerning 
the first period of our inquiry. 

If it can be shown that he was wrong in saying, that 
"No proof whatever can be produced that the Popes 
nominated to bishoprics amongst us, " we suppose some 
one can produce such proofs relative to the period we 
are speaking of, and our pages are open to any one who 
can produce them, as we are only anxious to promote 
truth. 

Our next witness is Dr. Charles O'Connor — a real 
Irishman of the old stock, and a Roman Catholic. He 
says, in a note to page 43 of his third letter from Colum- 
banus ad Hibernos, "It will appear evident from the 
Irish Annals, as well as from the letters of the Ancient 
Fathers, published by Ussher, in his Sylloge ; and from 
the Lives of Columba, by Adamnan ; and of Columban, 
by Jonas ; that the Irish always appointed their own 
bishops, without so much as the knowledge of Rome." 

Dr. O'Connor argues, that this must have been the 
practice in St. Patrick's time, from a letter written to 
the Bishops of Vienna and Narbonne, by Celestine, 

who was Pope at that time, in which Celestine says 

" Observe the discipline of the church exactly . . . 
Let no bishop be imposed upon any person against their 
consent, but by the suffrages of the clergy, and the agree- 
ment of the gentry and people of the vacant See." Dr. 
O'Connor justly thinks, that a Pope who told the Gallic 
bishops that this was the " discipline of the church" 
could not have claimed to appoint bishops in Ireland. 

* Kome conquered England by arms, but never conquered Ireland, 
But this so alarmed the Irish, for fear of their being brought into th« 
same subjection, that they became very jealous of Roman influence. 
England, at the Council of Constance, in 1414, reaped an advantage 
from the ancient preservation of Irish independence, of which, a short 
notice will be found ia our present number. 



